ik 
> a 
+ Hy r. 
959 


ie 
will, 
it he 


ES 


PaxseFes; 


See 


ty. 
rd 
we 
aS 
nd 


nt 


he 
at 
ay 
= 


RSeeeosanaat aael ar & 





Interdenominational 


Weekly 


for 


Sunday School, 


Church, 


and 


Home 





August 8, 1959 






SY¥KIL OOVA 
NOILVLS fn @ LOE KOE 
829Ge 19 €8 93a 










ASVEGIT AINS BOWE 





Photo by Luoma Photos, Wierton, W. Va. 


(Lesson for August 23) 


Volume 101, No. 32. 








598 (2) 


Letters From Readers 


I have received the 100th Anniver- 
sary number of the S.S.T. and it re- 
minds me that I had it on my heart to 
tell you how great a share.I have taken 
in your rejoicing at the 100th Anniver- 
sary of the S.S.T. 

I would like to express my: personal 
gratitude for what THE SunpAy SCHOOL 
TIMEs has meant to me in the course of 
the years, the more so as my contact 
with you has been so sweet and my 
knowledge of such men as your father 
and Dr. Trumbull has not failed to 
make a deep impression on me. And 
last but not least, the S.S.T. has been 
one of God’s chosen instruments to 
bring into being the Belgian Gospel 
Mission. Looking back upon the years 
that are past, I say about THE SuNDAY 
ScHooL Trues that without it there 
probably would not have been a Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission. I think and say 
the same thing about the Scripture 
Gift Mission in London. The S.S.T. and 
the S.G.M. were God’s chosen instru- 
ments whereby He made it possible for 
the Nortons to do their work and lay 
the groundwork of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission. 

In my much traveling across the 
United States I have met many men 
and women who came to me and said, 
“I have been a faithful reader of the 
S.S.T. for many years,” and what struck 
me most was that they often added, 
“IT love the S.S.T. because I can trust it 
if I am in any doubt with regard to a 
doctrine or a movement.” The S.S.T. 


may be going through difficult times, 


but its ministry is as necessary today 
as it ever was because you have not 
lowered the standards as is the case in 
So many other magazines which, above 
all, want to get along with the crowds 
and obtain their suffrages, cost what it 
may. 

May the Lord guide you and the 
S.S.T. in the way where He can use 
you to the utmost until He come—O. 
Vansteenberghe, Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion. 
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Aristocrats Anonymous 
(Continued from page 600) 


else but press deeper and deeper into 
the depths of truth and life as was the 
case with the Master till His: followers, 
though few, will be all the more worth 
having.” Well said, but not many pul- 
pit committees are out looking for that 
kind of preacher nowadays. “How big 
a church does he now have? How much 
money does he raise? How many mem- 
bers has he taken in?” When have you 
heard anybody ask, “Does he know 
God?” 

All of this is hard on a sincere man 
with a family to feed in this insane age. 
It is possible, as we indicated at the 
outset, for a man to have depth of soul 
and strength of character and fame 
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along with it, but by and large the com- 
bination is rare. The saints at Smyrna 
were plutocrats in the eyes of the Lord, 
but they were anything else in the eyes 
of men. A Christian may be in the 
upper brackets both on earth and in 
Heaven, but the Scriptures do not in- 
dicate an oversupply of such. 


The eleventh chapter of Hebrews, 
that Westminster Abbey of the New 
Testament, lists several categories of 
the heroes of faith. It begins with an 
illustrious number whose names are 
given, another galaxy unnamed but still 
successful, but it ends with that un- 
known aggregation simply designated 
“and others.” They did not fare so 
well on earth and they are perpetuated 
today in that countless host “among 
those present.” These unknowns, how- 
ever, do not pass their days in self-pity. 
This business of being unnoticed and 
unrecognized can degenerate into false 
humility. I have heard of a gentleman 
who made a donation and explained 
later, “I wish to be anonymous so I 
did not sign the check.” These “others,” 
in fact, may be the happiest of the lot. 
They expect nothing of men and every- 
thing from God. They major on being 
faithful over a few things. When others 
get the cake and they get the crumbs 
they say, “Hallelujah anyway!” For 
them the most important thing is to 
keep the heart right, cleansed by the 
blood from resentment and jealousy. 
They think upon “whatsoever things 
are of good report” and believe the 
best about people until they must be- 
lieve otherwise. They have a sense of 
humor and know how to laugh at them- 
selves. Other people’ laugh at them 
anyway and it is a good thing some- 
times to make it unanimous. 

There are a lot of these on earth and 
there will be a lot of them in Heaven. 
Babe Ruth used to tell of a saintly old 
preacher he once knew, one of these 
unknowns. Babe said: “I have written 
my name on thousands of baseballs, but 
he wrote his on a few hearts. Com- 
pared to him, I didn’t even reach first 
base.” 


These are the salt of the earth. With- 
out them the celebrities could not make 
it; every great movement that gets pub- 
licity would fold up overnight. I refuse 
to give them much comfort or advice. 
They are doing very well without it. 
To them ‘the Lord says, as to the saints 
of Smyrna, “I know ... fear not... be 
faithful.” They are not gullible, they 
know what goes on. But neither are 
they grouchy, they keep sweet. They 
are too busy serving the Lord to gripe 
over the inequities down here. They 
did not expect anything of earth any- 
way and so have not been severely 
disappointed. Men have failed them 
and they have failed themselves, but 
God has not failed and they knew that 
to start with. They follow in the foot- 
steps of Another who didn’t get it 
when He was here and doesn’t get it yet 
except from such as know His cross. 
He wears a crown now, but the only 
one we gave Him was made of thorns. 
Blessed is the man who conditions him- 
self for discipleship by remembering 
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that as was the Master, so shall the 
servant be. All else is incidental. Fame 
and fortune may come to a few, but if 
they are truly great, they are as though 
they had it not, for only the poor in 
spirit belong to the Kingdom. 

It is the Laodicean age, but not en- 
tirely. Concurrent with it is Philadel- 
phia whose saints have a little strength, 
have kept His word, and have not 
denied His name. They do not pull 
wires to advance themselves, for they 
believe the Keeper of the Keys still 
runs the preaching business and -is the 
Lord of the Open Door. Of course 
Satan can hinder; but,. though they be 
sorely tested in believing it, the Christ 
of the Candlesticks can still open doors 
that no man can shut. If we can be- 
lieve that and live accordingly we shall 
be kept from ulcers and nervous break- 
downs as well as from “the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon the 
world, to try them that dwell upon the 
earth” (Rev. 3:10). 

It is a great day for the unknowns, 
the. Aristocrats Anonymous! 
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“Rain Upon the Mown Grass” 
Psalm 72:6 
By Alice L. Dyer 


6¢ IKE rain upon the mown grass,” 
So reads God’s promise true; 
And, in His love and tenderness, 
He comes like that to you. 


Just as a gentle shower 
Revives the fresh-mown grass 
When cruelly the cutting knives 
Cause anguish as they pass. 


Is your heart torn by sorrow? 

Has God’s scythe rent your life? 
Your spirit sore and bleeding 

From bitterness or strife? 


Then to you comes this solace 
From out the living Word: 

He shall come down upon you— 
Your balm, your loving Lord! 


He’ll heal the stinging wound spots, 
Refresh your languished soul; 
And you'll bear richer fruitage 
When Jesus makes you whole. 


yw 
Tears Unto God 


Tears are the outward expression 
of deep inner feelings. Children may 
cry on slight provocation, but not grown 
Men and women. As a storm far out 
and deep in the ocean catises waves to 
break on the shore, so storms and emo- 
tional upheavals in the.deep places 
of our beings cause tears to appear in 
our eyes. From both Biblical and psy- 
chological viewpoints, the wonder is 
not that occasionally a Christian cries, 
but that we cry so seldom. A mission- 
ary on. furlough from Africa said that 
he was surprised upon returning to the 






“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us” 






United. States to see no tears at the 


Lord’s Supper. Touch the chord of 
memory that recalls the voice or. ac- 
tions of a member of the family or dear 
friend who has died, and tears soon 
follow. But where is that chord at the 
Communion service, when we remem- 
ber the One who loved us and gave 
Himself for us? Do we feel deeply 
about the Lord Jesus Christ? Is the 
remembrance of His death more than 
mere ritual? Tears are also associated 
with prayer in the Scriptures. How 
often David spoke such words as, “I 
water my couch with my tears” (Psa. 
6:6); and “Hold not thy peace at my 
tears” (Psa. 39:12). Then there is God’s 
word to Hezekiah, “I have heard thy 
prayer, I have seen thy tears” (2 Kings 
20:5). Soon or late, the time comes for 
most Christians when it seems impos- 
sible to find words to pray. The sit- 
uation is felt so deeply, the loss is so 
keen, the perplexity so great that we 
can think of no words to say to our 
Heavenly Father. In such a time, Job 
said, “Mine eye poureth out tears unto 


ve 


God” (Job 16:20). It is as if he said 
that tears were his prayer. And we 
are repeatedly told in the Scriptures 
that God sees our tears, that He is 
moved by them. The Apostle Paul was 
deeply concerned for the people among 
whom he labored, and this concern was 
shown by tears. “Remembér,” he told 
the Ephesian elders, “that by the space 
of three years I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with tears” 
(Acts 20:31). Nor was Paul ashamed 
of the tears that accompanied his sor- 
row over Christians who were falling 
short. “Out of much affliction and an- 
guish of heart I wrote unto you with 
many tears; not that ye should be 
grieved, but that ye, might know the 
love which I have more abundantly 
unto you” (2 Cor. 2:4). Where are the 
tears of Christians today? Love;  sin- 
cerity, earnestness, concern, suffering 
with others: all are shown outwardly 
by tears. And if tears are never shed, 
can the inner streams be running deep? 
In the heavenly Home, “God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes” (Rev. 
21:4). We long for that time, which 
Billy Sunday likened to the experience 
of a little boy who has had a hard day, 
which has ended with crying. After 
the lad is asleep, his mother quietly 
enters the room and wipes away his 
tears. That time will come, but it is 
not yet. We still live in the midst of 
pain and sorrow and crying. Now is a 
time to weep tears unto God.—J. T. B. 
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Aristocrats Anonymous — 


By Vance Havner 


in the church a figure who gets the 

eye of the public and the ear of the 
multitude. There is no use trying to 
explain such celebrities, for after all 
the explanations have been added up 
the sum is greater than all of its parts. 
The best explanation lies in the sov- 
ereignty of God. He chooses whom He 
will and when He is ready He raises 
up His man. To be sure, when the Al- 
mighty asks, “Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?” there must be an 
Isaiah with cleansed heart and fire- 
anointed lips to say, “Here am I; send 
me” (Isa. 6:8). But the simplest way 
to account for such phenomenal char- 
acters is to say, “There was a man sent 
from God” (John 1:6). 

Along with these luminaries there 
shine lesser lights of varying brilliance. 
And fainter still are thousands of good 
men who never rate higher than “among 
those present.” Now God would have 
every man be all that he can be by 
divine grace, and some could be greater 


s 


[: EVERY generation God raises up 
i 


lights than they are if they paid the 
price of faith and work. ‘But there are 
many more who pray just as much and 
love God just as much and work just 
as hard as the chiefest celebrity but 
live and die almost unknown. Some- 
times they are puzzled by it and per- 
plexed if not in despair. Most of them, 
however, do not give it much thought 
but are content to be faithful and let 
God keep the books. 

Occasionally, of course, the best of 
men will hang their harps on the wil- 
lows. We are still human and some 
things rub the mortal the wrong way. 
There are always some in high places, 
not among those true celebrities. we 
have already mentioned, who did not 
get there by their own merit. There 
are servants on horses and princes 
walking as servants upon the easth, 
True promotion cometh neither from 


the south, east, or west (Psa. 75:6), - 


but some other kinds do. It may irk 
an honest soul to take a back seat or 
to see some true prophet ignored in 

\ 
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favor of a politician. There are tricks 
of manufactured and artificial greatness 
by which some reach the top seats in 
the synagogue and are called Rabbi. 
It will be interesting, when we get to 
Heaven, to find out who the really big 
preachers are. Some of them may have 
served on hard-scrabble circuits and 
worn old blue serge suits until they 
gleamed like shining armor; and their 
equally faithful wives may never have 
known what it was like to wear a good 
coat. They did not serve God for rec- 
ognition or to be “appreciated.” They 
were faithful over a few things and 
cultivated well their plot and never 
wore out their eyes gazing at greener 
pastures nor did they burn up envying 
some man’s bishopric. By and large, 
there are no better people on earth 
than the host of “little (?) preachers” 
who never get headlines at conventions, 
but work hard, rear fine families, hold 
things together while somebody else gets 
the credit, these grass-roots Aristocrats 
Anonymous. And one remarkable thing 
about it all is that some of these can 
outpreach some in high places. I have 
been painfully disappointed where I 
expected to hear much and have 


listened to more than one truly great , 


preacher who never was heard of out- 
side his state. 

In a slightly different.category are 
those unknowns of their day who be- 
came’ famous too late to know it, at 
least down here. Matthew Henry 
thought his ministry was well-nigh a 
failure but now his commentary circles 
the globe. We may have some such 
with us now, prophets without honor 
in their own country. Joseph Parker 
said: “There may be those who would 
today clap their hands applaudingly at 
.the mention of the name of Bunyan 
who would not admit a living Bunyan 
to fellowship, intimacy, hospitality.” 
Something might be given to him at 
the back door. It is one thing to ap- 
plaud the heroes, the prophets, the seers 
of old time and another to recognize 
the# successors today. 


“Seven towns contend for Homer dead, 
ies ae the living Homer begged his 
read.’ 


There are compensations, too. Some 
wag has said that ice is the only thing 
that’s what it is cracked up to be. Cer- 
tainly fame is disappointing. The true 
celebrity has his spells of wishing that 
he could drop out of sight into the ranks 
of the common folk and enjoy life’s 
simple joys without the blinding glare 
of publicity and news reporters. dogging 
every step. We ordinary mortals need 
shed no tears over our obscurity. There 
are satisfactions in it that fame cannot 
taste and we are often the envy of the 
high and mighty. Besides, fame is such 
a fleeting thing anyway. The other 
day I discovered in a library alongside 
the usual “Who’s Who,” another volume, 
“Who Was Who.” 

Of course the present-day American 
standard for measuring preachers is 
hard on the man who goes in for sort 
instead of size, quality rather than 
quantity. Few would agree now with 
Alexander Whyte when he said: “The 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“The vessel that he made of clay 
was marred in the hand of the 
potter: so he made it again another 
vessel, as seemed good to the pot- 
ter to make it” (Jer. 18:4). 




















true preacher may have, usually has 
but few people as people go in our day 
and the better the preacher sometimes 
the smaller the flock. It was so in our 
Lord’s case. The multitude followed 
after the loaves but they fled from the 
feeding doctrines till He first. tasted 
that dejection and sense of defeat which 
so many of His best servants are fed 
on in this world. Still as our Lord did 
not tune His pulpit to the taste of the 
loungers of Galilee, no more will a 
preacher worth the name do anything 


(Continued on page 598) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Should Smokers Be 
Church Officers? 


I have called to the attention of 
a Fundamentalist pastor the fact 
(which he knows) that officers of his 
Board of Trustees, Bible school teach- 
ers, and ushers use tobacco. I sug- 
gested to him that the nominating 
committee should refuse to accept as 
nominee for church office men who 
smoke. He claims I am “legalistic” 
which I emphatically deny. The dea- 
cons would not nominate for the office 
of deacon men who smoke, and yet 
a deacon is head of the nominating 
committee and nominees for trustees 
are men who smoke. How contradic- 
tory! Would you kindly let me know 
whether or not my stand is legalistic? 
—A New Jersey reader. 


The Editor wrote to this correspondent 
as follows: 

The problem you outline in your let- 
ter is quite common. I do not believe 
you are too legalistic in urging that the 
trustees, deacons, Bible school teachers, 
and even ushers in a sound church 
should be nonsmokers. In facing the 
issue, I think the question should be 
asked, What principles are involved? 

Smoking is very generally recognized 
to be harmful to the human system and 
it is certainly a dirty, expensive habit. 
It is almost a universal habit among 
worldly people, and therefore Christians, 
when they see people smoking, believe 
that they are worldly and are not really 
putting God first in everything. A 
smoker cannot honestly say that he is 
obeying 1 Corinthians 10:31, “Whether 
therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatso- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 
The next two verses are important also: 
“Give none offence, neither to the Jews, 
nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church 
of God: even as I please all men in all 
things, not seeking mine own profit, but 
the profit of many, that they may be 


saved.” Smoking does give offense to a 
great many Christians, and even to 
many nominal church members, and 
therefore it should not be practiced by 
those who hold office in the church. It 
may be said that an usher is not an 
officer, but nevertheless he is constantly 
before the people and his testimony 
should be that of a consecrated Chris- 
tian. 

It is well known that smoking is bad 
for growing boys and girls, and there 
are few parents who are willing to have 
their teen-age children, indulge in the 
habit. Therefore all who hold office in 
church should refrain from it so as not 
to set a bad example. 

People expect—and rightly so—that 
pastors, deacons, trustees, elders, and 
Sunday school teachers should have 
higher standards in their personal lives 
than those who do not hold any office. 
This is borne out by Scripture. Paul 
wrote to Timothy: “If a man desire the 
office of a bishop, he desireth a good 
work. A bishop then must be blame- 
less, the husband of one wife, vigilant,) 
sober, of good behaviour, given to hos- 
pitality, apt to teach; not given to wine, 
no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; 
but patient, not a brawler, not covet- 
ous; one that ruleth well his own house, 
having his children in subjection with 
all gravity; (for if a man know not how 
to rule his own house, how shall he 
take care of the church of God?) Not 
a novice, lest being lifted up with pride 
he fall into the condemnation of the 
devil” (1 Tim. 3:1-6). The word “bish- 
op” here means “an overseer” (Sco- 
field Reference Bible, margin). If a 
man says that he has liberty to smoke, 
let him remember these words of the 
Apostle Paul’s: “But take heed lest by 
any means this liberty of your’s become 
a stumblingblock to them that are 
weak. .. . But when ye sin so against 
the brethren, and wound their weak 
conscience, ye sin against Christ. .Where- 
fore, if meat make my brother to offend, 
I will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth, lest I make my brother to of- 
fend” (1 Cor. 8:9, 12, 13). If Paul was 
willing to abstain from meat, which is 
not harmful, for the sake of his breth- 
ren, Christian men ought to be willing 
to refrain from using tobacco, which is 
harmful. 

A professing Christian who faces the 
question of smoking should ask him- 
self: Will it be pleasing to God? How 
will it affect others? Is it right for me 
to allow the poison of tobacco to come 
into my body which is the temple of 
the Holy Spirit? How can a conscien- 
tious Christian answer these questions 
honestly and still continue smoking? 

I think you were right in suggesting 
that the nominating committee refuse 
to accept meA who smoke as nominees 
for church office. The very fact that 
deacons do not want among them men 
who smoke reveals how they feel about 
it. Though trustees have different du- 
ties and usually attend to the business 
affairs of the church, they too should be 
consecrated men of God. The men 
chosen to work on the Tabernacle were 
such men. 
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Behind the Iron Curtain at the Brussels World's Fair 


Some questions asked about the Bible 


and the West 


Brussels’ Exposition last year we 

were in direct contact with vis- 
itors from the U.S.S.R. and we had a 
unique opportunity to present the mes- 
sage of the Gospel to them, to talk with 
them, to understand their mentality, 
to answer their problems which are 
very different’ from those of the West. 
First of all, we should underline the 
exceptional character of ithese contacts: 
this was the first time since the Com- 
munist revolution of October, 1917, that 
evangelical missionaries were able to 
meet such a large number of U.S.S.R. 
citizens, in a serene atmosphere, to pre- 
sent the Gospel to them and give them 
Bibles and New Testaments which they 
could take home with them. Those 
were days long to be remembered and 
we must thank God and continue to 
pray that the Lord may render fruitful 
the seed sown in souls which for so 
many years have been living in a state 
of unconscious waiting for an absolute 
truth capable of filling their deceived 
and empty hearts. 

Day after day these contacts made us 
realize more than ever our responsi- 
bilities in the domain of Russian evan- 
gelical publications well suited to give 
answers to the problems of these souls 
who live, seek, and wait under very 
difficult and unfavorable conditions. 

Our almost daily, and often long, 
conversations showed us these peculiar 
difficulties and we sought to reply to 
them in language suited to minds 
molded by Marxist materialism, and 
which represented the mentality of the 
present Soviet elite. We heard not only 
insidious questions but also sincerely 
distressing ones which are doubtless 
posed by millions of people behind the 
Tron Curtain. It is our urgent duty 
to place the message of salvation with- 
in their reach, just as much as to feed 
a starveling who asks us for bread. 
This spiritual hunger is infinitely more 
tragic than famine and it is up to us to 
share the priceless treasure of the Gos- 
pel of the grace of God with those who, 
in spite of themselves and because of 
a long and terrible trial, have been de- 
prived of the light of Christ for so 
many years. 


D a= the six months of the 


NUMBER OF SOVIET VISITORS 


During the Exposition the Soviet ship 
Grousia (Georgia) visited Belgium five 
times, each time bringing 750 to 800 
tourists. Two other boats brought art- 
ists, and another, on a cruise around 
Europe, brought several hundreds of 
visitors. One must also take into ac- 
count the crews of the cargo boats and 
the visitors who arrived twice a week 
by air, first of all via Prague and later 
by the direct line, Moscow—Brussels. 
It is difficult to establish an exact total 
number of Soviet visitors, but accord- 
ing to the official Exposition statistics, 


After having been pastor for thirteen 
years of two churches of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, Pastor Wassilieff is 
now in charge of Russian and Slavic 
refugee missionary work among dis- 
placed persons in Belgium and in 
Benelux and pastor of the Russian 
pric ag oo Churches in Brussels 
and in Liége. He continues in close 
connection with the Belgian Gospel 
Mission and as professor of Hebrew, 
Greek, French, Bible Introduction, 
and False Doctrines in the Bible in- 
stitute. He is also a member of the 
Russian New Testament Translation 
Committee (British and Foreign 
Bible Society) in Paris. 








we estimate the total at over 10,000. 
To this figure must be added the thou- 
sands of emigrants and displaced per- 
sons, which would certainly double the 
official figure. The U.S.S.R. authorities 
granted hundreds of thousands of visas 
for the Exposition in order to beat the 
record of visits from any one. country, 
but after having realized the tendency 
of the tourists to ask Belgium for po- 
litical protection, the number of visas 
was considerably reduced. 


To Wuicn CaTEecorY Dip THESE 
TouRISTs BELONG? 


It was easy to see that they belonged 
to the governing and privileged class: 
members of the Academy of Sciences, 
scholars who came to participate in in- 
ternational congresses, writers, teachers, 
engineers (these were in the majority), 
chemists, agronomists, mayors of large 
cities, groups of artists, sports cham- 
pions, technicians, sailors, and so forth; 
in addition, the president of the Praesi- 
dium of the U.S.S.R., C. Vorochilov, 
also two ministers on a private visit. 

The age of the visitors varied be- 
tween thirty and sixty with the ex- 
ception of the artists and sailors, who 
were younger. This seemed to indi- 
cate that those in authority feared send- 
ing young people as they are more 
easily influenced. Women represented 
about 15 per cent of the visitors, and 
mostly belonged to the intellectual class. 
Besides tourists from the U.S.S.R., each 
week there were Czechs, Poles, Yugo- 
slavians, a few Bulgarians, and Hun- 
garians. There were also Moslems from 
the Crimea and Turkestan. Surrounded 
and watched over by official Russian 
guides of “Intourist” in the majority of 
cases, there were, however, numerous 
groups who came without an official 
guide; they had more liberty on the 
Exposition grounds in view of the fact 
that all were not interested in the same 
pavilions. At mealtimes the groups 
were. dispersed in the pavilion restau- 
rants and parks. This was the most 
favorable time for contacting the vis- 
itors. Outside the Exposition one could 
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reach them in the vicinity of the air- 
port or of a large hotel which had been 
reserved for them in the center of the 
city. We discovered that to begin a 
conversation with them in the Russian 
language made them suspicious. So we 
began either in German or English and, 
once the ice was broken, we could con- 
verse in Russian. Generally speaking, 
we discovered a certain desire on their 
part for spiritual things and usually an 
interest devoid of hostility; one felt 
they were seeking information and not 
an argument. 


Wuat WAs THE MENTALITY 
OF THESE VISITORS? 


There were three distinct categories: 

1. Militant atheists, ironic and mock- 
ing, were rare. They were usually 
those responsible for groups. They 
tried to be correct but completely un- 
communicative. As soon as they realized 
that they had to do with “idealist prop- 
agandists,” they did all they could to 
isolate us from their group under the 
pretext that their program of visits to 
the pavilions was a very full one. 

2. The great majority was neutral, 
but open to spiritual and religious prob- 
lems and considering Christianity sym- 
pathetically. In conversation one realized 
that about 80 per cent of the visitors had 
retained a vague Christian basis. 

3. Some declared themselves _ be- 
lievers, either spontaneously or after a 
few moments of conversation. 

The two latter categories asked for 
and took avidly Bibles, New Testa- 
ments, Gospels, and our ‘paper, Prisiv. 
Pocket editions of the Scriptures were 
preferred, being easier to carry and to 
conceal. They were restrained by a fear 
to surpass the quantity permitted, as 
before coming they had promised to 
take away nothing but documentation 
concerning the pavilions. -After hesi- 
tation some accepted the New Testa- 
ment and Psalms, saying that it was 
“for grandmother” or “for an elderly 
aunt.” 

In a way they were more communi- 
cative when they came alone than 
when in a group. What struck us most 
was that, properly speaking, they had 
no Marxist materialistic convictions, 
which it would be natural to expect in 
representatives of the governing class. 
No need to show them the errors of 
Communism any more than to show a 
German the errors of “Mein Kampf”! 
Their objections, visibly sincere, sprang 
generally from the irreducible oppo- 
sition that they believe exists between 
religion and science, for which they 
manifest a great enthusiasm. The prob- 
lem of the compatability of “science 
and religion” was really a burning 
question for them. . They are still pre- 
occupied with the case of Copernicus 

(Continued on page 604) 
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The American Bible Society has 

announced that during 1958 it 
achieved its highest annual world-wide 
distribution of Scriptures, totalling 16,- 
629,496 volumes. Distribution in the 
United States reached a total of 9,188- 
987 volumes. “Scriptures were circu- 
lated in 140 languages in the United 
States and in 282 by the Overseas De- 
partment and associated Bible Societies 
for which the American Bible Society 
provided subsidies. 

“The Bible Society issued 61,396 em- 
bossed volumes and Talking Book Rec- 
ords for the blind, which amounted to 
an increase of nearly fifteen per cent 
over the previous year. It was also re- 
ported the Bible Society is now record- 
ing the Scriptures in 33 languages and 
supplying Finger-Fonos, which are 
phonographs operated by a finger, for 
playing in low-literacy areas. 

“State House Bibles were presented 
to officially designated representatives 
of the Governors of Alaska and Hawaii. 
These Bibles, bound in red morocco, will 
be used by officials taking their oaths of 
office. . . . Alaska received Scriptures in 
English, Barrow Eskimo, Kuskokwim 
Eskimo and Russian. Hawaii received 
Scriptures in Hawaiian, English, Japa- 
nese, Korean, Portuguese, Spanish, 
Chinese in Cantonese dialect, and 
Chinese in Kuoyu dialect and Ilocano.” 


G ‘tre Ame Distribution in 1958.— 


Recent archaeological developments at 
Hazor in Palestine are set forth in the 
May 15 issue of the Israel Digest: 

“An exhibition of finds unearthed at 
the Hazor excavations has been opened 
at the Wise Auditorium of the Hebrew 
University. Describing the exhibition 
as ‘unique,’ Dr. Yigael Yadin, who has 
been in charge of the Hazor excavations 
for the past four years, said that it is 
larger than the one arranged at the 
British Museum in London last year, 
since it also includes items from last 
summer’s digs. Dr. Yadin disclosed that 
a request had been received for the 
exhibition to be displayed at the Louvre 
in Paris this autumn. : 

“The exhibition covers a span of some 
2,500 years and 21 cities. It includes a 
profusion of stone relics, pottery—from 
ritual requisites to earthenware drain- 
age pipes and Canaanite and Israelite 
utensils—and objets d’art, supported by 
photographs, models and ground plans of 
Hazor itself. 

“The Hazor excavations provided a 
classic example of how the Bible served 
as a sort of handbook of archaeology, 
Dr. Yadin said. And the excavations, 
in turn, had proved a guide to the Bible, 
which, being primarily concerned with 
matters of religion, did not always fur- 
nish attendant details.” 


Tourist Expectancy in Israel.—The 
current issue of Economic Horizons 


states that during the year 1959 Israel 


expects between 90,000 and _ 100,000 
tourists. Hotel rates in Israel are much 
more reasonable than in our own coun- 
try: Class A, $3.10 per room} and Class 
B, $2.50. 

This same periodical reports: “El Al 
Israel Airlines features at its Rockefeller 
Plaza office in New York a new display 
of Nabatean art and objects dating back 
to King Solomon’s days. These were 
excavated in Israel’s Negev region by 
Dr. Nelson Glueck, famous archaeologist 
and author of the new book, ‘Rivers in 
the Desert.’” 


Reformed Jews Reject Christ and 
Redemption.—The basic religious beliefs 
of reformed Judaism have been reiter- 
ated by Dr. Julius Mark, Senior Rabbi 
of Temple Emmanu-el of New York. I 
was astonished to note this statement: 
“The Reformed Jews cannot believe in 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
It is not that God has changed, but that 
man has changed. As our knowledge of 
man and the universe has grown, so our 
concept of God has grown. ... We 
believe that the Law of Moses evolved 
out of hundreds of writings and re- 
writings, editings and re-editings over a 
period of a thousand years.” Rabbi 
Mark dares to say in speaking of revela- 
tion, “Einstein’s theory of relativity is 
another revelation in a continuous 
stream of divine inspiration.” Not only 
do reformed Jews reject Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, according to this statement, but 
“they have abandoned the Messianic 
concept of personal redemption from 
God. We believe that every individual 
by the life he lives has the Messianic 
spirit within him.” No comment is nec- 
essary on such an utterance. 


Communist Infiltration in California. 
—The State Senate Committee on Un- 
American Activities of the State of 
California, in a 200-page report released 
on June 10, has set forth some indisput- 
able facts on the extent of the infiltra- 
tion of Communism in this state. 
Investigations by the Committee reveal 
that far too many men and women 
teaching in educational institutions in 
California “stubbornly cling to the 
notion that somehow the Nazis were 
foul and evil, and the Communists much 
nicer.” 


Billy Graham Visits Queen Elizabeth. 
—It is refreshing to note how, without 
variation, this true man of God, Billy 
Graham, centers not only his work but 
his very conversation on matters per- 
taining to the Christian faith. I have 
not seen any details of this in any 
American paper, but the front page of 
the London Daily Express for Thursday, 
June 11, carried a long article, “Graham 
at Palace.” Dr. Graham was invited to 
tea with the Queen and Prince Philip, 
on the thirty-eighth birthday of the 
Prince. He later commented, “I thought 
the Queen looked very beautiful; in 
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fact, I think she is one of the loveliest 
women in the world, even more beauti- 
ful than the last time I saw her in 1955, 
when I preached to her at Windsor.” 
When asked what they talked about, he 
said, “Mainly about religion. I told the 
Queen and Prince Philip about my 
Australian visit and the true religious 
revival taking place there. You can 
say our talk centered on religion, and 
the upsurge of spiritual feeling which is 
‘taking place now.” 


A Dance at the Bishop’s Palace.—For 
the first time since the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth I in the sixteenth century, the 
palace of the Bishop of London at 
Fulham was the scene of a dancing 
party for the purpose of raising money 
for the church building program. The 
crowd was so large and the noise so 
loud that the Bishop left his palace and 
went into the city to sleep at his club. 
The evening ended with a cabaret per- 
formance, with members of the Players 
Theatre featured in old Music Hall acts. 


Pressure Against Christianity in East 
Berlin.—The Right Rev. Otto Dibelius, 
Bishop of Berlin and Brandenburg, 
which is East Berlin, addressing the 
annual meeting of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in London, told 
of the terrible suffering and untold 
hardships being endured by the church 
in East Germany at the present time. 
“Considering the enormous amount of 
pressure that had gone into the restless 
drive against the Christian faith, Dr. 
Dibelius commented, it was nothing 
short of a miracle to see how many 
people in the East were shunning the 
enemies of the Cross. The martyrdom 
which pastors and Christian laymen 
were suffering was in most cases a quiet 
one. There prevailed in Many Christian 
communities an outlook of patience and 
serenity, which was baffling and be- 
wildering to the promoters of total 
world revolution.” 


Criminal Activity in America.—Only 
a true revival can check the rising tide 
of world-wide lawlessness. Though we 
have all seen statistics and warnings in 
our magazines and newspapers on the 
accelerating criminal activity in our 
nation, until we are almost numb to the 
subject, it seemed to me that the Los 
Angeles Times for June 17 contained 
little else but a record of lawless deeds 
of men around the world, all occurring 
within the preceding twenty-four-hour 
period—and the Los Angeles Times is 
not a scandal newspaper. On the front 
page in large type are the words, “Eye- 
witness Account of Attack on Plane,” 
an article occupying three columns. 
Directly under this is the heading, 
“Huge California Crime Network 
Charged: Gambling Racket’s Take in 
State Put at One Billion Dollars a Year.” 
If this is true, it is equal to almost one- 
half of the total budget for the state of 
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California. Another article beginning 
on the front page is headed “Rioting 
Inmates Attack Havana Prison Guards.” 

Turning to the second page—and 
omitting all divorce notices, for which 
Los Angeles is notorious—we come upon 
an extended article, “Reeves, ‘Superman’ 
of TV Kills Himself in His Home.” A 
full column on page 4 bears the caption, 
“James Fratinno Named Executor for 
the Mafia,” and another, on page 5, 
“Report Hints Cohen Had Part in Slay- 
ings’—a report from the State Assembly 
Rackets Subcommittee. Page 6 con- 
tinues the theme with two headings, 
“Nicaragua Reports New Invasion: An- 
other Near,” and “Troops Patrol Mexi- 
cale After Fatal Rioting.” Then there is 
the ever-recurring subject, “Senate 
Group to Quiz Hoffa.” Another page 
carries a long account of the search for 
the two Coyle brothers, ending later in 
the death of one and the arrest of the 
other, and the heading, “Grand Theft of 
$36,000 Laid to Buyer.” 

Of course the pages are dotted with 
accounts of traffic accidents. This is 
only the middle of June and already 
345 people have met death on the streets 
and highways of Los Angeles County 
alone. Later, still in the first section of 
the paper, two more relevant headings 
are noted: “Two Indicted on Charge of 
Estate Frauds,” and “Chemical Warfare 
Seen Key to Victory, Defeat.” One of the 
most alarming captions—because it will 
have deeper and more permanent re- 
sults—is “Senate Group Report Scores 
Red Teachers,” a report from the Cali- 
fornia Senate Investigating Committee 
on Education. 

Even the staid New York Times, for 
the same day, carries such front-page 
headings as “United States Plane Hit 
by Migs Off Asia,” “Code of Conduct Im- 
posed on Monaghan by Governor” (re- 
ferring to scandal involving the Harness 
Racing Commissioner), “Madrid Aide 
Held as Leader of Plot,” and an article 
on shady déals of .certain banks in 
connection with slum clearance pro- 
grams; on an inner page, “Strike of 
Italians Marked by Violence,” “Thug 
Slays Clerk,” etc. 


“Intellectual and Moral Slavery” Re- 
sisted—One regrets such an antire- 
ligious, and particularly anti-Christian 
statement as that made by Dr. Her- 
mann J. Muller, distinguished service 


‘professor of Zoology, Indiana Univer- 


sity, in his address, “The World View of 
Moderns” in the Fiftieth Anniversary 
Lectures Series at the University of Il- 
linois Graduate School: 

“It is an anachronism that in our 
day, through such revivalist measures 
as the unanimous adoption by Congress 
of theological phraseology in our na- 
tional motto and oath of allegiance to 
our flag, and the introduction of sim- 
ilar forms on public occasions, in 
schools, and even on postmarks, we 
and our children have been forced, re- 
gardless of our points of view, into the 
Position of publicly approving credos 
whose prevalent interpretation is anti- 
Scientific, or else, if we decline to con- 
form, of facing social ostracism and 
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the imputation of disloyalty. These ef- 
forts to shackle us in the bonds of in- 
tellectual and moral slavery must be 
resisted with all our power, for un- 
truth in one area tends to contaminate 
the whole. As yet very few persons 


have risked expressing themselves on ° 


this vital matter, but too many of us 
and of our children have been pressed 
too far to submit much longer to this 
wave of reaction.” 


Improving (?) Doctrine in the Creed. 
—Journals of the Anglican Church in 
England have recently carried the an- 
nouncement of the Chaplain of Trinity 
College, Cambridge—a very influential 
position—that no doctrinal proposition 
in the creed of the Anglican Church is 
beyond improvement. In an editorial 
significantly entitled, “More Scepticism,” 
the Church Times challenges this cleri- 
cal leader in the following strong terms: 

“Does this mean that there is some 
doubt about the truth of such proposi- 
tions as that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, was crucified for the world’s salva- 
tion, and on the third day rose from the 
dead? If it does not mean this, readers 
may well wonder what exactly Mr. 
James and his academic friends do 
mean. The primitive Apostolic preach- 
ing, later enshrined in the Creeds, is 
definite and uncompromising. Either it 
is true or it is false. ‘Propositional 


scepticism’ calls the truth of the Creeds | 


fatally in question. ‘In the hair-splitting 
atmosphere of academic argument, such 
scepticism may seem a valuable mental 
exercise. Translated into the real world 
of the parishes, where the Christian 
faith is taught for the salvation of souls, 
this attitude is at once shown up in its 
true nature, as a process bound to end 
in the erosion and destruction of the 
faith altogether.” 


Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
Report.—A Missionary Mandate pub- 
lished by the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship states that while in 1950 
less than thirty out of the more than 
seventy states of Thailand were oc- 
cupied by missionaries, today only six 
still lack a Gospel witness. “Although 
Buddhism is strong throughout most of 
the nation, there is complete religious 
freedom. There are now around five 
hundred missionaries. in Thailand and 
out of a population of 10,000,000 there 
are now about 20,000 professing Chris- 
tians, or approximately one-tenth of 
one per cent of the population.” 

It is encouraging to note that in 
Jordan one missionary society last year 
witnessed the formation of two new 
churches, with more adults being bap- 
tized than in any two previous years. 
Plans are being developed for the es- 
tablishment of a. seminary to serve the 
Arabic-speaking world, to be located 
near Beirut. 

Another item from this report informs 
us that in Paris today there are 150,000 
university students, but only about fifty 
attend the ‘weekly meeting of the 


Groupes Bibliques Universitaires 
(French equivalent of Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship). This. task of 


reaching university students with the 


Gospel is, in my opinion, one of the 
most urgent and critical now facing 
the Christian Church, and such .agen- 
cies as the Inter-Varsity Fellowship, 
Campus Crusade, and other evangelical 
groups working on the campuses of 
our universities deserve constant prayer 
and strong support. 


Great Britain’s problem of drunken- 
‘ness has become so acute that a govern- 
ment inquiry has been launched. The 
inquiry will be conducted by the Social 
Survey Division of the Central Office 
of Information, and will cover all age 
groups. The latest report to the Parlia- 
ment in a Home Office White Paper 
gives the following statistics on drink- 
ing: Total number of proved offenses, 
67,002, an increase of 11.3 per cent over 
the preceding. year; of this number, 
4,960 were women. Convictions of 
youths and girls under twenty-one years 
of age show a greater increase than 
those of adults, a gain of more than 15 
per cent over the preceding year. 

The city having the worst record for 
drunkenness is Liverpool. I was sad- 
dened, but not surprised, to read that 
Durham’ has the worst record among 
the counties. When in England three 
years ago, I drove into Durham one 
Friday afternoon and sought lodging 
at the town’s principal inn. I was told 
that a room was available provided I 
would leave the town by six o’clock the 
next morning, or remain for the week 
end. Asking the reason for this stipu- 
lation, I learned that the great annual 
festival for that town was scheduled 
for the following day, and no cars 
would be moving, at least until mid- 
night. (I did leave the next morning.) 
All glass windows of stores on the main 
street were being boarded up. Inquiry 
again elicited the information that the 
city would be so filled with drunken 
men by sundown on Saturday that no 
large pane of glass could be expected 
to remain intact unless it was pro- 
tected. 

The tragedy of all this was empha- 
sized for me in remembering that here 
is the noted Durham Cathedral and the 
University of Durham, and here, in 
succession, were those three great 
Christian scholars and _ preachers, 
Bishop Lightfoot, Bishop Westcott, and 
Bishop Moule. Even the successor to 
Bishop Moule, I am told, drew large 
audiences to the cathedral whenever 
he preached. How great is Durham’s 
need for revival today, for the regen- 
erating power of the Holy Spirit in the 
hearts of men and women! 

In all fairness, I must add that thou- 
sands of people in Durham on that 
Saturday were not residents of the city, 
but were from the mining towns of 
that county. 


Missionary Hospital Requested for the 
South Sudan.—The United World Mis- 
sion has been asked by the officials of 
French West Africa, and the new leaders 
of the Republic of Sudan.to build a 
missionary hospital in Kenieba in the 
South Sudan. The address of the Mis- 
sion is Box 8, Riverdale Station, Dayton 
5, Ohio. 
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and Galileo. Confronted by the models 
of sputniks, they wonder if it is possi- 
ble to reconcile scientific progress with 
“Biblical legends,” the theory of evolu- 
tion and the creation of the Bible. Here 
the copy of Prisiv with the article, “The 
First Page of the Bible,” by Professor 
F. Bettex, was a great help. Another 
preoccupation: The artificial synthesis 
of life. The act of passing from inor- 
ganic matter to living matter seems to 
them to give the death stroke to re- 
ligion. ‘ The question “science and faith” 
was sometimes posed under the aspect 
“religion and technology” which had 
been presented to them as an irrecon- 
cilable dilemma. In the course of their 
stay in Belgium and their visit to the 
Exposition, some became aware that 
one could very well reconcile technical 
realizations with. religious convictions. 
The question of miracles—are they pos- 
sible?—also preoccupies them. Can 
they be scientifically verified? Their 
scientific formation and habit leads them 
to take concrete facts rather than dec- 
larations of principles as a basis. The 
peace problem troubles them more than 
it does Westerners because they believe 
in the possibility of an imminent war. 
. They reproach Christianity with the 
disastrous errors of the Church of Rome 
(Inquisition, indulgences, wicked Popes, 
etc.). Antireligious propaganda often 


resorts to using false interpretations of ; 


Scripture. The true interpretation of 
Bible texts had to be reinstated. 

Another question: How is it that 
there is such a license of morals (cin- 
ema, posters, literature) in Christian 
countries, whereas in their country rad- 
ical measures have been taken? Why 
do the Western radios attack the 
U.S.S.R.? They imagine that the power 
and influence of Christianity are solely 
due to its financial basis. The race 
question also interests them. Moslems 
from Turkestan asked if there were a 
means of reconciling Islam and Chris- 
tianity. 

Modern art displayed at the Ex- 
position, and having even invaded the 
Vatican pavilion and the pavilion of 
the, Protestant Churches, shocked the 
great majority of them. They said it 
was a-profanation of the sacred and 
asked why Christian churches author- 
ized such representations. Decidedly, 
the East is conservative! 

Certain visitors really were. bothered 
by religious questions: WHAT MUST 
I DO TO BE SAVED? What is sin? 
Will the heathen be saved? Why is 
marriage indissolvable? They listened 
with much interest to the teachings of 
the evangelical doctrine on these points. 
The problem of the immortality of the 
soul, the possibility of communion with 
God in prayer, God’s solicitude for all 
men, the teaching of the Gospel con- 
cerning love for one’s neighbor made a 
great impression on them. 

Their interest in religious and spir- 
itual problems was also revealed by 
secret and anonymous offerings, often 
a considerable sum in Soviet rubles and 
in currencies of countries behind the 
Iron Curtain, left in the boxes of the 
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pavilions of a religious character, as 
well as in the cathedrals arid churches 
of Brussels and Antwerp which Soviet 
tourists had an opportunity to visit. 


The great theoretical and practical 
problem for them was that of liberty. 
They felt’ all the more acutely how 
limited theirs was during their stay in 
a free country. A tourist said to some- 
one before the boat sailed, “We have 
another hour in which to walk about 
and feel at liberty.” Another expressed 
the same thought while waiting for the 
tide to come in: “If only the water 
would not rise and the boat never 
leave!” On the other hand, they did 
not like what they called the “bourgeois 
conception of liberty”: to be free only 
for one’s personal interests in contempt 
of the good of the community. 


In general one felt that the questions 
asked sprang from personal preoccu- 
pations, except for some group leaders 
and militant atheists who had a tend- 
ency to ask insidious questions; these 
objections, however, were never made 
by men of learning. These objectors 
were easily nonplussed by a simple 
answer, a verse from the Bible, which 
generally they did not expect. When 
they were not in a group they more 
readily abandoned their position. We 
met several who, after having received 
a Bible or a New Testament, sponta- 
néously opened a conversation for ex- 
planations and to say how admirable 
the Gospel which they had discovered 
for the first time appeared to them. 
We remember one tourist from the 
south of the U.S.S.R. who, when she saw 
a Russian New Testament, exclaimed: 
“At last! This is the book about which 
my mother spoke to me in my child- 
hood. And I have to come to a foreign 
country to see one!” Seeing that she 
was so well disposed, we offered her a 
whole Bible. “I would like to become 
a Christian again,” she replied. “As 
for becoming a Jewess, I have never 
thought of that!” Faced with our ex- 
planations that the Bible is a whole, 
that Christ is the center of Scripture, 
as well of the Old Testament as the 
New, she accepted with joy a Bible 
and a New Testament, saying that she 
would keep the Bible for herself and 
that she would give the New Testa- 
ment to someone in Russia “more badly 
off than I.” : 

We ask all those who read these lines 
to pray fervently for what was done at 
the 1958 Brussels World’s Fair to pene- 
trate the Iron Curtain with the Gospel. 
We cannot be certain that the 300 
Bibles, 700 New Testaments, hundreds 
of Gospels, copies of Prisiv and tracts 
have arrived in Russia, but it is quite 
possible that a large part passed. as 
documentation on the Exposition. The 
Protestant Churches’ Pavilion, that of 
the Belgian Bible Society, and even 
that of the Vatican distributed great 
numbers of copies of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in Russian and in the languages 
of the satellite countries.. In addition, 
the Vatican distributed copies of two 
Soviet books in which the influence of 
the Bible is unquestionable: “Man Shall 
Not Live by Bread Alone,” by the 


August 8, 1959 | 


Russian writer Dudintzev, and the now 
famous novel of B. Pasternak, winner 
of the Nobel Prize for literature in 
1958, “Doctor Zhivago,” which shows that 
the writer in disgrace has read and 
meditated the New Testament, espe- 
cially the Book of Revelation, and who 
says: “Remember the Gospel,” and, “We 
must be: faithful to immortality, we 
must be faithful to Christ,” and in a 
declaration that resounds as a prophecy 
and a watchword: “There will be no 
more death, says the Apostle John, and 
listen to the simplicity of his argument, 
There will be no more death because 
old things have passed away. 
almost: there will be no more death be- 
cause all that has been seen and ex- 
perienced, it is old, it is irksome; what 
we need now is that which is new, and 
that -which is new, is Eternal Life!” 


BRUSSELS, BELGIUM. 


od 


The Smallest Children 
on Promotion Sunday 


By Elizabeth W. Sudlow 


HE question is frequently asked, 

Shall the little ones from the Nurs- 
ery and Beginners’ classes have a part 
in the Promotion or Rally Day service, 
and be brought into the main audito- 
rium? Some workers feel that the little 
ones may ‘become too excited for their 
own good, that it is not necessary to 
bring them in with the rest of the 
school, or that the children will be bet- 
ter served if their regular routine is 
not broken into. 

It has been discovered by those who 
work with the children in some places 
that an occasional meeting with the en- 
tire school helps the Beginners to feel 
themselves a part of the larger, organi- 
zation. The smaller children in the 
Nursery Department cannot understand 
the change from their own quiet corner 
to the big room, and are not always 
happy in the new surroundings. There- 
fore it is felt best to keep the smallest 
children in their own room. ° 

On both Rally and Promotion Sun- 
days there may be a place for the Be- 
ginners. on the program and they will 
enjoy meeting with the entire school at 
this time. However, try to arrange the 
program so that the little ones. appear 
at the very beginning. Then, if it is felt 
best to do so, they may be dismissed 
and return to their own room. With 
this arrangement they will have made 
their appearance, have been seen and 
have seen others, and will leave before 
there is time for them to grow weary 
and restless. They may be allowed to 
go on the platform just long enough to 
sing one of their little songs. 

The Beginners may well be allowed 
to appear with the rest of the school for 
a brief time, but if it can be arranged 
to take them back to their own room 
early in the service, that will be better 
than to keep them through the entire 
program. 
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_ LESSON 8. AUGUST 23. PRAYERS OF THE CAPTIVES 


Daniel 1 to 6; 9; printed text, 9:4-10, 17-19 
Golden Text.—If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 


and turn from their wicked ways; then will 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Dan. 9:4 And I prayed unto the Lorp my God, and made 
my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful 
God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, 
and to them that keep his commandments; 

5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have 
done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from 
thy precepts and from thy judgments: , 

6 Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the proph- 
ets, which spake in thy name to our kings, our princes, and 
our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 

7 O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us 
confusion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are 
near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither 
thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they 
have trespassed against thee. 

8 O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, 
to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned 


| hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.—2 Chron. 7:14 


9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, 
though we have rebelled against him; 

10 Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lorp our God, 
to walk in his laws, which he set before us by his servants 
the prophets. 


17 Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy serv- 
ant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon 
thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord’s sake. 

*18 O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, 
and behold our desolations, and the city which is called by 
thy name: for we do not present our supplications before 
thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. 

19 O Lord,. hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; 
defer not, for thine own sake, O my God: for thy city and 
thy people are called by thy name. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

ANIEL, a young Hebrew lad, was 
D carried into captivity to Baby- 

lon when the armies of King 
Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem 
and captured it between 606 and 586 B.C. 
There in a strange land he wrote his 
fascinating book of history and proph- 
ecy. 

Daniel is one of the few Old Testa- 
ment heroes concerning whom no evil 
is recorded. 

Even as a young man he was known 
for his purity. At the risk of incur- 
ring royal displeasure and perhaps of 
inviting death, he “purposed in his 
heart” not to defile himself with the 
king’s meat or drink (cf. Dan. 1:8). He 
was a man of wisdom. God granted 
him astonishing insight and prophetic 
discernment so that he was “ten times 
better than all the magicians and as- 
trologers” (1:20) in the realm. He was 
aman of courage. No cringing, fawn- 
ing self-seeker (cf. 5:17), he relied 
boldly upon his God. He was a man 
of humility, willing to identify himself 
with his own ‘sinful nation (9:5-8); of 
unselfishness, ever concerned about the 
interests of his friends (2:48, 49); of/ 
love, both by man (1:9) and God (10: 
11, 19). 

But behind all these virtues lay one 
Supreme fact: Daniel was a man of the 
Word of God and of prayer. He re- 
garded the Almighty as “the Lord my 
God” (9:4). Our lesson. concerns this 
basic, undergirding truth: Daniel, a man 


» devoted to God, spent much time on his 


knees, 


national Council of Religious Education. 
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Verse by Verse 
Dan. 9:4—“I prayed unto the Lord 
. made my confession .. . O Lord, the 
great and dreadful God, keeping the 
covenant ... to them that love him... 
that keep his commandments.” Com- 
pare Nehemiah 1:5. “Dreadful” is “ter- 
rible,” i.e., “awesome.” In supplicating 
the Lord to have mercy upon His cap- 
tive people Daniel stresses the wide 
gulf which separates sinners from the 
sovereign, faithful God. He approaches 
the divine throne in confession of sin 
and acknowledgment of God’s great- 
ness and unfailing loyalty to His Word. 

Verse 5.—“We have sinned .. . done 
wickedly ... rebelled ... by departing 
from thy precepts and from thy judg- 
ments.” The prophet identifies himself 
with the sinning Hebrews. The first 
three verbs of confession suggest “miss- 
ing the mark,” “leaving the right way,” 
“weakening” under pressure. “Precepts” 
are commandments. “Judgments” are 
ordinances, i.., that which God has 
ordained. Israel’s guilt lay primarily 
in her disobedience of the revealed 
will of God. 

Verse 6—“Neither have we heark- 
ened unto . the prophets, which 
spake in thy name to our kings... 
princes ... fathers, and to all the peo- 
ple of the land.” Study 2 Kings 17:13- 
19. This verse reveals that: (1) the 


‘Old Testament prophets were God’s 


representatives; (2) they faithfully pro- 
claimed the Word to all classes of peo- 








Dr. Woodbridge has. woe printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies o the New Tes- 
tament ——. These are for personal ge 
study and teaching. If interested, write 
a Gitestethve folder to Dr. C. J. Woedbuidge, 
P.O. Box 55, aman Calif. 
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ple; (3) Israel’s captivity was due to 
her wanfon, stubborn failure to heed 
the warnings of the men of God. (Cf. 
Ezra 9:5-7; Neh. 9: 29, 30.) 

Verse 7—“O Lord, righteousness be- 
longeth unto thee ... unto us confusion 
of faces ... to the men of Judah... 
Jerusalem ... all Israel .. . through all 
the countries whither thou hast driven 
them, because of their trespass .. .” 
“Confusion of face” (literally) implies 
shame, in Israel’s case resulting from 
her open rebellion against her righteous 
God, and her consequent guilt. The 
Hebrews blushed at the contemplation 
of the integrity of the Holy One whom 
they had all, without exception, of- 
fended. j 

Verse 8—“O Lord, to us belongeth 
confusion of face ...to our kings... 
princes .. . fathers, because we have 
sinned against thee.” Here the nation’s 
crime is bluntly and flatly confessed. 
She had broken God’s Law and had 
now reached the depths of chagrin and 
embarrassment as well as of guilt and 
despair. (Cf. Jer. 3:25; Neh. 9:34.) 

Verse 9—*“To the Lord our God be- 
lang mercies and forgivenesses, though 
we have rebelled. against him 
“Though” is literally “for,” or “because.” 
Israel’s rebellious condition was. so 
acute, her national shame so deserved 
and profound, that her only recourse 
was found in the character of God! 
Note the change from the direct address 
“O Lord” (v. 8), to the indicative state- 
ment commencing “To the Lord our 
God .. .” which is more formal and 
impersonal, and which highlights the 
Lord’s independence of man. 

Verse 10.—“Neither have we obeyed 
the voice of the Lord our God, to walk 
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in his laws, which he set before us by 
his servants the prophets.” This frank, 
repeated confession makes Daniel’s 
prayer ‘sound like a lament. He reiter- 
ates the dismal reason for Israel’s cap- 
tivity, and bewails her stubborn refusal 
to listen to God’s messengers and obey 
their summons to righteousness. 


Verse 17.—*“. . . O our God, hear the 
prayer of thy servant, and his suppli- 
cations, and cause thy face to shine 
upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for 
the Lord’s sake.” To “cause one’s face 
to shine” means to “allow one’s de- 


meanor to reflect an attitude of benev- 


olence and kindness.” The “sanctuary” 
was the Temple in Jerusalem which 
Chaldean soldiers had destroyed (cf. 
Lam. 4:1). Daniel pleads on behalf 
of the place where God had previously 
revealed Himself to the nation, not be- 
cause Israel had suddenly become 
worthy, but for His own sake. Was 
this not His Temple? Had not His en- 
emies brought it to ruin? 


Verse 18.—*“. . . incline thine ear... 
open thine eyes, and behold our deso- 
lations, and the city which is called by 
thy name ... we do not present our 
supplications before thee for our right- 
eousnesses, but for thy great mercies.” 
To “incline” the ear is to “bend it 
down” so as to be in a position to hear. 
. Daniel urges the Lord to direct His gaze 
toward Jerusalem “upon which thy 
name is called” (literally), ie., where 
God had been formerly honored and 
worshiped. The basis of the prophet’s 
plea was not Israel’s moral deserts but 
the unchanging, compassionate grace of 
God. 


Verse 19.—“O Lord, hear . . . forgive 
. . hearken and do; defer not, for 
thine own sake, O my God: for thy 
city and thy people are called by thy 


name.” The repetition of “O Lord” in- 
dicates the passion in Daniel’s plea. 
“Defer not” is literally “delay not.” 


Jeremiah had mentioned the 70 years 
of Israel’s captivity (cf. Jer. 25:11, 12; 
Dan. 9:2). The period was drawing to 
a close. Daniel reminds the Lord of 
the desperate need of His sanctuary, 
city, and people. They were His. They 
longingly awaited His forgiveness and 
aid. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Heroes of faith (Dan. 1:1, 2; 3:1-30; 
6: 1-9) 

2. Daniel the interpreter (Dan. 2: 1-49; 
4:1 to 5:31) 

3. Daniel the intercessor (Dan. 9:1-27) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Two beautiful truths greet us in the 
pages of Daniel before us. 

First, the prophet’s faithfulness in 
prayer. His first thought when chal- 
lenged by King Nebuchadnezzar to re- 
construct and interpret the monarch’s 
forgotten dream was to call upon God 
for aid. Like Nehemiah, in his ex- 
tremity he turned to the Lord (cf. 2: 
17-23; see Neh. 2:4, 5). Years later 
when Daniel was prime minister, in the 
days of Darius the Mede, jealous princes 
conspired against him, attacking him 
in the area of his prayer life. His re- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


7. August 16.—God’s Steadfast Love. 
Lamentations 


Next Week’s Lesson 


9. August 30.—A New Spirit for a Re- 


newed People. Joel 











action was courageous and unflinching. 
He prayed upon his knees three times 
a day as usual (cf. Dan. 6:10). No 
royal edict could dislodge him from a 
practice that had sustained him through 
the years. 

Second, the content of the prophet’s 
prayers. He interceded with God for 
his beloved but erring people. Daniel 
had doubtless been musing on Jere- 
miah’s prediction concerning the sev- 
enty years desolation of Jerusalem 
(study Jer. 25:11; 29:10). In the fall of 
Babylon to the Medes (Dan. 5:31) he 
must have recognized the fulfillment 
of Daniel 2:39. God’s purposes were 
marching on. About seventy years had 
elapsed since the beginning of the He- 
brew captivity in Babylon. Surely de- 
liverance was near. 

With this in mind Daniel fell on his 
face before the Lord in prayer. He laid 
hold of God in strong, intercessory 
faith. Notice his personal humiliation 
on behalf of Israel: a godly prime min- 
ister in the ashes of sorrow, confession, 
and prayer (9:4-15). He admits that 
the Jews have been disobedient and 
stubborn (vv. 5, 6); that God has been 
righteous in His dealings with them (v. 
7); that they have no grounds of merit 
on which to appeal (v. 8); and that 
they are cast unequivocally upon the 
sovereign mercy of God (v. 9). Rely- 
ing on that mercy he pleads for the 
desolate city of Jerusalem, the dese- 
crated Temple, and the despairing na- 
tion (vv. 16-19). 

The Lord answered Daniel’s mag- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


NDER what conditions did the 
events described in Daniel occur? 

2. Name three of Daniel’s outstand- 
ing virtues. 

3. What spiritual secret underlay 
these virtues? 

4. How many times a day (at least) 
did Daniel pray? 

5. To what extent were Daniel’s 
prophecies (chaps. 2, 4, 5) fulfilled in 
his own day? 

6. Why were Daniel’s three friends 
put into the fiery furnace? 

7. Why was Daniel cast into the den 
of lions? 

8. Where did Daniel read about the 
Hebrews’ 70 years of captivity? 

9. How did he approach the Lord 
in intercessory prayer? 

10. For what, specifically, ‘did he 
pray? ; 


(Answers on page 611) 


nificent. prayer (vv. 20-23). Notice the 
swiftness of the divine response and 
the. beautiful tribute to the prophet as 
a man “greatly beloved” (v. 23). 


Topics for Development 


Intercessory Prayer. Notice two im- 
portant facts about Daniel’s prayer, 
First, that he prayed for Israel’s de- 
liverance from captivity. God had 
promised this deliverance (Jer. 25:11, 
12). It would surely take place (and 
of course it did): Yet Daniel prayed 
that it would take place. His effectual 
prayers were part of the total purpose 
of the Lord which culminated in the 
return of the Jewish remnant to Pal- 
estine. Second, his prayers consisted 
of adoration of God and confession of 
sin as well as of supplication (cf. Dan. 
9:3-9;' see 2:20-22). Our petitions to 
God should always be accompanied by 
praise of God. 


Practical Applications 


Would we be pure, victorious, and 
courageous? Then let us never sur- 
render our precious hours of prayer. 

Daniel had specific times of day set 
aside for prayer (6:10). If he needed 
regularity in his prayer planning, how 
much more do we! 

Daniel’s studies of the Word gave him 
a burden to pray for his people.. Dwell 
in the Word. It reveals human need 
and points out the answer to that need 
—Jesus Christ, the divine solution to 
men’s deepest desires. 

Swift confession of sin is the secret 
of ,maintaining unbroken fellowship 
with the Lord. Daniel confessed his 
own as well as his people’s transgres- 
sions (9:3-5). 

Heroism—sheer fortitude—is_ sorely 
needed in our day not only in the 
Chinese church but also in every area 
of the globe where faith is tested, Chris- 
tian ideals are assailed, or convictions 
attacked. Lord, give us men of iron 
who are willing if necessary to face the 
flames for the sake of the Lord Jesus 
and His Word (study 3:17, 18). 


Golden Text 


2 Chron. 7:14—“If my people . .-. 
called by my name, shall.humble them- 
selves... pray... seek my face... 
turn from their wicked ways; then 
will I hear from heaven .. . forgive 
their sin . .. heal their land.” God’s 
people are here told the conditions of 
answered prayer, personal acceptance, 
and’ national blessing: (1) genuine hu- 
mility, i.e., the elimination of the dead- 
ly sin of pride, which is an affront to 
the Lord; (2) prayer, not vague mouth- 
ing of meaningless, repetitious phrases, 
but a true seeking after God; and (3) 
practical conversion, a change of life 
direction from evil to good. Such an 
approach to God—in the Lord Jesus’ 
name, we now know—is well pleasing 
to our Father in Heaven. 
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Pray harder when it is hardest to 
pray.—Billy Graham. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsSTED HyMNS 


“Come, Thou Almighty King”’ 
“Revive Us Again” 
“I’ve Wandered Far Away From God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we come to Thee 
grateful that Thou art both holy and 
merciful. Thy holiness assures us that 
Thou art just and right in all Thou 
doest. Thy mercy encourages us to ask 
Thy favor, though we deserve it not. 
Like Daniel, we may say, “To the Lord 
our God belong mercies and_ forgive- 
nesses, though we have rebelled against 
him.” Forgive, then, our sinful ways 
and help us to live with all our heart 
set to please Thee. Remember, too, 
our country, and free us from the many 
wrong things we do that displease Thee 
and invite Thy judgments. Forgive us 
and recover us as a people that we may 
trust and obey Thee. Be gracious to- 
day to all who suffer, that in their dis- 
tress they may seek and find Thy 
mercy and aid. Hear us in all we ask, 
and do great and gracious things for us 
and all men since we do not present 
our supplications before Thee for our 
righteousnesses, but for Thy great 
mercies released to us through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Babylon had fallen 
to the Medes and Persians, and Daniel, 
an aged statesman, was stirred at the 
defeat of the nation that long had held 
his people captive. From Jeremiah’s 
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writings, Daniel knew the Jews’ cap- 
tivity would last for seventy years, and 
that time was almost fulfilled.. That 
fact and the overthrow of Babylon 
suggested God was moving to free His 
people. But, in saying the Jews would 
be captives in Babylon seventy years, 
God also said, “Then shall ye .. . pray 
unto me, and I will hearken unto you. 
And ye shall seek me, and find me, 
when ye shall search for me with all 
your heart” (Jer. 29:12, 13). We see 
Daniel doing that in this lesson, and 
for the wonderful answer God gave we 
turn to. the first chapter of Ezra. Look 
it up at home today: 

Daniel had God’s promise through 
Jeremiah to encourage him to pray for 
his people’s deliverance. He also had 
his own experience in prayer. It went 
back to his youth and God’s wonderful 
answer to Daniel’s prayers when he 
was pressed to eat and drink what 
God’s laws forbade and later when the 
king insisted that his wise men recall 
and explain his forgotten dream. By 
Personal experience Daniel knew prayer 
changes things, and that experience be- 
gan in his youth. You, too, may learn 
by experience that “prayer moves the 
Hand which moves the world.” Trust 
and obey the Lord, make your requests 
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known to Him, relying on His promises, 
and, like Daniel, you will find God 
changes things and people in answer to 
His people’s prayers. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And I prayed unto the Lord my 
God, and made my confession . e 
(Dan. 9:4). —Prayer is a priceless privi- 
lege and boon. How different and how 
sad our lives would be if we could not 
take everything to God in prayer! Con- 
ditions would be infinitely worse for us 
than. would be the case if children 
could not look to adults with their 
problems and needs. 

J. Edgar Hoover, director of the FBI, 
says: “The spectacle of a nation pray- 
ing is more awe-inspiring than the ex- 
plosion of an atomic bomb. The force of 
prayer is greater than any possible com- 
bination of man-made or man-controlled 
powers, because prayer is man’s great- 
est means of tapping the infinite re- 
sources of God. Invoking by prayer 
the mercy and might of God is our 
most efficacious means of guaranteeing 
peace and security for the harassed 
and helpless peoples of the earth.” 

According to verse 2, it was what 
Daniel found in books (2 Chron. 36:21; 
Jer. 29:10) that led him to pray. Al- 
though, in one sense, it is a rebuke to 
us that we require so many exhorta- 
tions and examples to prod us to pray; 
let us thank God He has graciously 
given the exhortations and examples to 
us. And may His every promise en- 
courage us to pray and make our con- 
fession to Him. “Men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint.” 


“We have sinned, and have com- 
mitted iniquity ’ (Dan. 9:5).— 
Daniel’s confession included more than 
the statement, “We have sinned,” and 
so should ours. He adds, “and have 
committed iniquity, and have done 
wickedly, and have rebelled, even by 
departing from thy precepts and from 
thy judgments: neither have we heark- 
ened unto thy servants the prophets...” 
That was an honest confession! He 
called sins by their proper names, even 
to the mentioning of “rebellion.” 

Someone informed me about a serv- 
iceman who went AWOL. He was 
caught and brought back to camp. to 
face his officers. Among other things 
he was told that being “absent without 
leave” constituted rebellion. He was 
told that upon confessing himself a 
rebel in this instance, he would be re- 
leased. He stood on his dignity and 


said: “I am a law-abiding citizen of my ™ 


country and will never confess to being 
a rebel!” When he was asked, “Did 
you obey military law when you were 
AWOL?” he answered jn the negative. 
“Then you rebelled against that par- 
ticular law, did you not?” He said, 
“Maybe, but I will not say I rebelled.” 
He had to serve out his sentence. 
“Unless we realize our sins enough to 
call them by name,” says Maltbie Bab- 
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cock, “it is hardly worth while to say 
anything about them at all. When we 
confess, let us say, ‘my temper,’ or ‘un- 
truthfulness,’ or ‘pride,’ ‘my selfishness,’ 
‘my cowardice,’ ‘indolence,’ ‘jealousy,’ 
‘revenge,’ ‘impurity.’ To recognize our 
sins, we must look them in the face and 
call them by their right names, however 
hard. Honesty in confession calls for 
definiteness in confession.” 


“O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto 
thee, but unto us confusion of faces .. .” 
(Dan. 9:7).—It.is a disgrace to an 
Oriental to “lose face.” Daniel links 
himself with the remnant of Judah, 
makes his confession as their repre- 
sentative and inte®cessor, and accepts 
the punishment. He justifies God in 
His judgment of them. To them be- 
longeth confusion of faces. Their coun- 
tenances betray them. They deserve 
the judgment meted out to them. 

We have a greater than Daniel as our 
representative before God. “He ever 
liveth to make intercession” for us. _ 
Hence, it can be said, “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 

“Look in the face of the person to 
whom you are speaking, if you wish to 
know his real sentiments; for he can 
command his words more easily than 
his countenance” (Chesterfield) . 

Blessed is the person who can say 
the Lord is the “help” and “health” of 
his countenance (Psa. 42:5, 11). 


“ . . we do not present our suppli- 
cations before thee for our righteous- 
nesses, but for thy great mercies” (Dan. 
9:18) —Mercy has been defined as 
“God’s: love to us in our distresses.” 
That is the strongest appeal Daniel 
could make—and ours! We rejoice that 
He is “rich in mercy” (Eph. 2:4). Psalm 
136 assures us twenty-six times over 
that “his mercy endureth for ever.” 

How appropriate the memory text 
for this lesson: “If my people, which 
are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then 
will I hear from heaven, and will for- 
give their sin, and will heal their land” 
(2 Chron. 7:14). 

Bearing in mind that the Atomic 
Energy Commission is telling us that 
“the situation in the nation is that na- 
tural radioactivity is 20 to 40 per cent 
greater in the Midwest and about two 
and one-half times greater in the Rocky 
Mountains, when compared with the 
East coast,” we can realize how greatly 
our land needs healing. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, of all God’s great saints 

in the Bible record, Daniel excels 
in this respect: in the long record of 
his life there is not a flaw (so far as I 
have been able to discover). The Bible 
does not fail to point out the mistakes 
or faults of its top characters. Noble 
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and righteous as they were, occasions 
of weakness and error crept in—some 
very serious. Noah got drunk and 
sinned. Abram in a lapse of faith said 
Sarah was his sister. Moses in a fit of 
temper struck the rock at Meribah, and 
God punished him by denying him the 
privilege of entering the Promised Land 
after forty years of suffering hardship 
in the wilderness wanderings. Jacob 
lied to his father to obtain the blessing 
that belonged to Esau, and he played a 
shady trick. on Laban concerning his 
cattle. Joseph was a beautiful char- 
acter, but he was indiscreet in telling 
his brothers his prophetic dreams. Eli- 
jah, after overcoming 450 of Ahab’s 
prophets on Mt. Carmel, took fright 
when Queen Jezebel threatened and 
ran for his life into the wilderness, beg- 
ging God to let him die. Gideon made 
an ephod of 1,700 shekels of gold ear- 
rings which became a shrine and “a 
snare unto Gideon and his house.” Good 
King Jehoshaphat made an alliance 
with pagan King Ahab, which caused 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
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him deep humiliation. David com- 
mitted adultery and murder. And Solo- 
mon built pagan altars to please his 
idolatrous wives. Simon Peter, the 
great apostle of Pentecost, denied his 
Lord with oaths and bitter cursing. 
And Paul, before his conversion, haled 
Christians to prison and consented to 
their death. 

All this goes to show that no matter 
how good and fine a man may be, no 
man is perfect, but somewhere in his 
armor there is a weak spot, and Satan 
is keen to find it sooner or later. Jesus 
is the only one who ever lived a per- 
fect life. Daniel was not perfect, even 
though the record fails to pinpoint his 
weakness, whatever it might have been. 
But Daniel lived a great life and the 
secret of it was prayer. Perhaps no 
man ever prayed under greater duress 
than he did; but the threat of death 
and being thrown into the lions’ den 
did not stop him; neither did he try to 
conceal his devotions, but prayed be- 
fore a window (“open ... toward Jeru- 
salem”) when he knew his enemies 
were watching to secure evidence to 
report to the king. That required great 
faith. We can learn much about pre- 
vailing prayer by studying Daniel’s 
prayer which comprises the text for this 
lesson (Dan. 9:4-10, 17-19). See how his 
prayer was answered (vv. 21, 22): “Yea, 
whiles I was speaking in prayer, even 
the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in 
the vision at the beginning, being 
caused to fly swiftly, touched me about 
the time of the evening oblation. And 
he informed me, and talked with me, 
and said, O Daniel, I am now come 
forth to give thee skill and understand- 
ing.” 

Daniel was raised from the position 
of a slave captive in a foreign land to 
the position of “ruler over the whole 
province of Babylon, and chief of the 
governors over all the wise men of 
Babylon” and in all of this he remained 
humble and steadfast in his loyalty to 
God. 

And here is another side light on his 
character. Three times he is spoken of 
as “one greatly beloved.” First, Ga- 
briel said it: “At the beginning of thy 
supplications the commandment came 
forth, and I am come to shew thee; for 
thou art greatly beloved” (9:23). Again 
in chapter 10:10, 11: “And, behold, an 
hand touched me, which set me upon 
my knees and upon the palms of my 
hands. And he said unto me, O Daniel, 
a man greatly beloved, understand the 
words that I speak unto thee, and stand 
upright: for unto thee am I now sent. 
And when he had spoken this word unto 
me, I stood trembling.” Again in verses 
18, 19, “Then there came again and 
touched me one like the appearance of 
a man, and he strengthened me, and 
said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: 
peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be 
strong. And when he had spoken unto 
me, I was strengthened, and said, Let 
my lord speak; for thou hast strength- 
ened me.” 

This shows not only strength but 
sweetness of character. I know of only 
three others spoken of in the Bible as 
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greatly beloved—God spoke of Jesus ag 
“my beloved Son,” John was the be. 
loved disciple and Paul wrote to the 
Colossians (4:14) of “Luke, the beloved 
physician.” I doubt not that Dorcas 
was greatly beloved, too: it is implied 
in Acts 9:39. 
“God so loved the world.” 

reflected God’s love. You can, too. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing this morning, see if you 

can arrange the silhouettes of the 
kings of Judah in the right order: Saul, 
David, Solomon, Rehoboam, Asa, Je- 
hoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah, Josiah, Je- 
hoiakim, and Zedekiah. Good. 

What did King Jehoiakim do with 
‘God’s Word? (Burned it up.) Yes, he 
did that wicked thing, but that did not 
alter God’s message of judgment be- 
cause of his sins and those of his peo- 
ple. God had said that because of their 
sins they would be taken captive to 
Babylon. And not many years after 
Jehoiakim burned up God’s warning of 
judgment, it came to pass. 

Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem 
and made Jehoiakim pay tribute to 
him instead of to Pharaoh, but after 
three years Jehoiakim stopped paying. 
So when Nebuchadnezzar came again to 
Jerusalem he bound Jehoiakim with 
chains to take him to Babylon. It is 
believed that Jehoiakim died on the 
way to Babylon, and that his dead body 
was cast out unburied. We know that 
it was cast out to the elements, because 
God pronounced that- judgment upon 
him in Jeremiah 36: 30. 

Before his final capture of Jehoiakim, 
Nebuchadnezzar took some of the Tem- 
ple treasures and some of the princes 
of Jerusalem back to Babylon with him. 
Daniel was one of these captured 
princes. There is no record that he 
ever complained about being torn from 
home and family, and being taken cap- 
tive to a heathen land. 

We first meet Daniel as a teen-age 
boy in a heathen court, begging both 
men set over him to let him and his 


three friends drink water instead of | 


wine and eat “pulse,” a coarse grain 
not considered good enough to offer to 
the Babylonian idols. They chose to 
do this instead of eating the . king’s 
dainties, in order to keep true to God. 
God saw to it that these boys who 
made such a heroic choice should. be 
the healthiest and most _ intelligent 
princes in Nebuchadnezzar’s court. 

Some years after Daniel and his 
friends had been taken to Babylon, 
Nebuchadnezzar ordered all the wise 
men of Babylon killed because they 
were unable to tell him his forgotten 
dream. Daniel and his three friends 
prayed, and God showed Daniel both 
the dream and its interpretation. Then. 
Nebuchadnezzar made Daniel chief gov- 
ernor. 

After Cyrus’s forces took Babylon, 
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Daniel into trouble. 





Lesson for August 23 


Darius, whom he appointed ruler over 
Babylonia, made Daniel chief president 
under him. This made the other presi- 
dents jealous, so they determined to get 
Since Daniel’s life 
was blameless, they got Darius to sign 
a law prohibiting all prayers to any 
God or man except to himself for thirty 
days, on penalty of death. As these 
wicked men expected, Daniel continued 
his daily prayers to God. Though King 
Darius was most unwilling to lose 
Daniel, they forced him to have Daniel 
thrown into the den of lions, to be de- 
voured. 

You all know how God preserved 
Daniel through that night, and how he 
was taken up unharmed out of the den 
the next morning. When King Darius 
ordered Daniel’s enemies thrown in, 
they were immediately devoured by 
the hungry lions. 

Danigl 9 gives one of the prayers of 
Daniel in the reign of Darius. We do 
not know whether this was before or 
after his night in the den of lions, but 
it is such a wonderful prayer that we 
will read part of it now. 

Read Daniel 9:4-10. In these verses 
Daniel never once refers to his own 
blameless life. He only considers him- 
self as part of the sinful nation of 
Judah, that the Lord was punishing in 
this Babylonian captivity. He does not 
dwell on their troubles and hardships, 
but on their sins (for which he ac- 
knowledges they were justly punished) 
and on the righteousness, mercy, and 
forgiveness of God. 

Now read verses 17-19. Here Daniel 
is entreating the Lord to restore His 
presence to Jerusalem, so that it will 
be no longer desolate, and to forgive 
Israel, and enable them to return to 
their own land. The Lord answered 
Daniel’s prayer speedily. 

Because of Daniel’s faithful life and 
constant prayers to the Lord God of 
Israel, more about the future kingdoms 
of this world was revealed to him than 
to any other prophet, except the Apostle 
John who wrote the last book, Rev- 
elation. Three times in the Book of 
Daniel the prophet was told by an 
angel that he was “greatly beloved.” We 
owe much to this beloved prophet and 
to the beloved Apostle John because 
they were so faithful to the Lord that 
He could reveal future events to them, 
and by inspiration enable them to re- 
cord what they saw and heard, so that 
all believers might read these wonder- 
ful prophecies. 





Silhouettes, ‘Kings of Israel and Judah,” 
may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Fern- 
dale, Wash. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Daniel’s Prayer of Thanks 
(Dan. 2:20-23) 
HO or what are prophets? Isaiah 
lived here between Joash and Jer- 
emiah. (Enter his name on the time 
ladder, and the. Book in the right mar- 





hit it. 
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gin.) Jeremiah we know. What are 
his Books? Ezekiel and Daniel were 
carried off while Jeremiah stayed. (En- 
ter their names and Books. Award 
bookmarks for the Major Prophets and 
stars for the Memory Verse from Lam- 
entations.) 

Would it be more fun to pretend you 
were a prince carried away than a 
poor boy or girl who stayed home? 
Then today you are Daniel! Instead of 
your American suit, you put on a bright- 
colored silken robe with a gold-fringed 
sash. Your grandfather, the old king, 
had loved the Lord and did what was 
right, but your father and uncles were 
ld and have been killed or taken 
prisoner. Four of your cousins are 
prisoner princes in Babylon, taken 
away from your country and your 
homes. 

Do you have enough to eat? (Let 
someone tell, preferably in the first per- 
son, of the boys’ food problem, and 
Daniel’s solution in Dan. 1:8-16.) Princes 
on. vegetables and water! But it is 
healthy. And pleasing to God! Do you 
have to go to school? Indeed you do, 
and probably for longer hours than 
American boys! History to learn, liter- 
ature, science, and superstitions, es- 
pecially about the stars! Some is true, 
some not. But God: helps you under- 
stand what to believe when you boys 


study hard and do your best, for God. 


helps you do better than your best! At 
the end of three years you pass all the 
king’s tests with honors and are pro- 
moted to stand around his throne - as 
courtiers to do his errands. _ 

Then one day the king’s officer comes 
with orders to arrest and execute you. 
What have you done? Nothing! Only 
the king is angry that his wise men 
cannot tell him the dream he had the 
night before, so all the wise men are to 
be killed, you included! You hurry to 
the palace. The king gives permission 
for more time. You hurry home and 
call your three friends. “Pray, pray, 
pray! Ask God for His mercy, to show 
us this secret.” At night the answer 
comes. You, Daniel, have a vision in 
which. you see the king’s dream and 
just what it means. How happy you 
are! What thanks to God! (Read Dan. 
2: 20-23.) Next morning you go to the 
officer. “Don’t 'kill the wise men! Take 
me to the king, and I will tell him his 
dream and its meaning.” It was a 
dream of a great image and a stone that 
Can you tell it to us? (vv. 31- 
35. Explain its significance to the class.) 
Do you take the credit for knowing all 
this? No! You tell this idol-worship- 
ing king about the God in Heaven who 
knows all secrets and showed you this 
secret. “Your God is a God of gods, 
and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of 
secrets,” he replies. You are promoted 
to be governor over the province of 
Babylon, and you get the king to ap- 
point your three friends to positions 
under you. You and those three fel- 
lows have some brave, thrilling ex- 
periences in standing true to God in 
government positions—thrown into a 
fire alive and into a lions’ den. But 
God takes care of you. 
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Presto chango! Back in American 
clothes! Are you as good an American 
as you were a Daniel? Is the food you . 
eat good for you? What about your 
work in school? Do you stand for your 
God among the people with whom you 
work or play? Do you ask God’s 
help? Do you thank Him for the 
blessings He has given you? “Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from 


above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights” (Jas. 1:17, Memory 
Verse). 


Why don’t you read all of Daniel’s 
stories and his other visions? 
Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


SN’T it funny to dream? Two friends 
were talking this morning. about 
dreams they had last night. -One—a 
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woman—said that she dreamed that she 
was preaching in a church! Another— 
a woman missionary—said that she 
dreamed she’ was back in Africa and 
that there were a lot of snakes after her. 
Both women laughed as they told their 
dreams. 

Sometimes people ask, “I wonder 
what made me dream that?” But no 
one gives too much thought to dreams 
today. ‘In the long, long ago, however, 
dreams were important. Sometimes 
God spoke to men in dreams. That is 
because there was no written Word of 
God in those days. Today when men 
want to know what God has to say, 
they read the Bible through which God 
speaks. But before the days of the 
Bible, God spoke in other ways. And 
one of those ways was through dreams. 

An important king (Nebuchadnezzar 
of Babylon) had a dream one night. 
He did not know the meaning of the 
dream. Usually people did not know 
what their dreams meant. So they 
asked wise men—whose business it was 
to understand the meaning of dreams 
—what was meant by what they had 
dreamed. There was nothing unusual 
about this. But this particular king 
called his wise men to him one morn- 
ing and exclaimed: “I have dreamed a 
dream which troubled me.” 

The wise men replied, “Tell us what 
you dreamed and we will tell you what 
the dream means.” 

The king shouted: “I’ve forgotten 
what the dream is. If you will not tell 
me what the-dream was and what it 
meant, you will be cut in pieces and 
your homes will be destroyed. But if 
you will tell me the dream and what it 
means, you will receive gifts from me 
and rewards and great honor. So show 
me what the dream was and what it 
meant.” 

Imagine that! He was asking the im- 
possible. And the wise men told him 
so. They explained that no one could 
tell what someone else had dreamed. 
“That made the king furious. And he 
commanded that all of the wise men of 
his .land be killed. There -were four 
men who were very wise, but who 
were not natives of that land. They 
were Jewish captives whom the king 
liked because of their wisdom. One of 
those men was named Daniel. The 
king’s decision to kill all of the wise 
men meant that Daniel and his friends 
would also be killed. 

Now Daniel was well liked by one of 
his guards. Because he must have been 
told by God’s Holy Spirit to do so, 
Daniel courageously asked the guard if 
he could see the king. Bravely he told 
the king, “If you will give me a little 
time, I will tell you what you dreamed 
and what your dream meant.” 

Because the king was so eager to 
know what he had dreamed, he gave 
Daniel permission to determine the 
dream. Daniel rushed back to his three 
friends and told them that they would 
have to pray, asking God to show them 
the king’s dream, so that they would 
not be killed along with the wise men 
of the land. 


What faith Daniel had! He told the 
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king that he would tell him what the 
dream was. Then he asked God to re- 
veal it to him. Surely enough, one 
night Daniel had a dream. And would 
you believe it? It was exactly the same 
dream as the king had had. Daniel 
knew, without asking, that this was the 
king’s dream. Not only did Daniel 
know the .dream, he knew—from God 
—what the dream meant. The amaz- 
ing thing is that the dream concerned 
many things that would happen in years 
and years to come. 

Before ever going to the king, Daniel 
prayed a beautiful prayer to the true 
and living God of Heaven—the God 
whom the king himself did not worshig. 
He thanked God for many things: (1) 
for His wisdom that knows everything 
and for His might that can do anything; 
(2) for His ability to change the times 
and the seasons; (3) for showing him 
the king’s dream and the meaning of it; 
for the wisdom and might that God had 
given to him. Do you pray to God be- 
lievingly? Do you remember to thank 
Him for His marvelous answers to 
prayer? 

MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 

Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The. Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
When One Man Obeyed.—If my peo- 

ple, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land (2 Chron. 7:14, 
Golden Text). There was a wonderful 
awakening and revival in New Bern, 
N. C., at the end of 1958. It came about 
through one man’s obeying 2 Chronicles 
7:14 literally, then getting others to 
join him, and they others. They hum- 
bled themselves first, then they prayed 
alone, and in small groups, for God’s 
blessing. Business firms joined in, young 
people met each evening for prayer, 
then pastors joined in. intercession. 
After seeking God’s face, _ believers 
turned from their wicked ways as God 
convicted them of sin. Of course God 
did His part when they had carried 
out the conditions, and there was a 
Holy Ghost revival. A fuller account 
of this is to be found in Alliance Wit- 
ness, December 31, 1958.—Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng: 
Prize illustration. 


Regardless of Age—And I prayed 
unto the Lord my God, and made my 
confession (Dan. 9:4).. When I was 
nine or ten years old, I attended a re- 
vival that was conducted in a rural 
schoolhouse. As the minister preached, 
the first night, I felt that my sins were 
mountainous. The next evening for 
some reason fF did not attend the meet- 
ings. I do not recall why, but I do re- 


member reading the family Bible. I 
folded my arms across the Book and 
put my head upon my arms. I promised 
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God that I was going to be more obe. 
dient and pleasant in the home since 
there, it seemed to me, my greatest 
sins were committed. In the meeting 
on the following morning my heart 
ached to the point that it was almost 
unbearable. I was afraid to make pub- 
lic confession as those were the days 
when children were to be-seen and not 
heard. But God must have heard be- 
cause suddenly my burden was lifted 
and I have never at any other time ex- 
perienced such great joy. Later a small 
church was erected and I was accepted 
as a member, and this is among my most 
sacred memories. When we are con- 
scious of our sins and confess them to 
God, He is ready and willing to forgive 
us, regardless of our age—From a 
woman’s testimony. Sent by Mrs. A.-E£. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Chains of Disaster—We have sinned, 
and have committed iniquity, and have 
done wickedly (Dan. 9:5). Who can 
measure the floods of, ungodliness and 
never-ending chains of disaster turned 
loose upon the world, by just a “little” 
leak in the Christian’s life? In Crewe, 
England, recently, a muskrat started a 
chain of disaster when it burrowed 
through the embankment of a canal, 
causing the bank to cave in. About> 
three million, gallons of water rushed 
through the forty-foot gap, draining the. 
canal dry for seven miles; swept away 
something like a million fish; and 
carved a twenty-foot gorge in an ad- 
joining field—From the Prairie Over- 
comer: Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 


Contrition—Not Sacrifice—Brings For- 
giveness.—To the Lord our God be- 
long mercies and forgivenesses, though 
we have rebelled against him (Dan. 9: 
9). A young convert said to a godly 
old man, “I don’t feel I’m going to be 
much use as a Christian; it just seems 
I’m always asking forgiveness for some- 
thing or other.” “Is that so?” asked 
the old Christian. “It is,” was the re- 
ply. “I wish I could make more sacri- 
fices, then the Lord would know I’m 
really in earnest.” “My young friend,” 
said the old man, “long ago the Psalm- 
ist in praying for sanctification said, 
‘The sacrifices of God are a _ broken 
spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, 
O God, thou wilt not despise.’ As you 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
Christ you will have that broken spirit 
and broken and contrite heart, and 
from that will stem great service for 
the Lord, maybe not ‘great’ as men 
count greatness, but great because of 
love for Him. As for ‘always asking 
forgiveness,’ don’t. forget what John 
said, ‘And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous’ (1 John 2:1). Don’t you 
‘go mourning because of the ‘oppression 
of the enemy.’ That’s what he wants. 
A despondent Christian has no victory, 
but a, forgiven and restored one has.”— 
Told by the young convert. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Out of PastureNeither have we 
obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, 
to walk in his laws (Dan. 9:10). The 
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lesson for August 23 


old shepherd who offered prayer in a 
_Welsh revival meeting put it exactly 
right when he lamented his backslid- 
ings in these words: “Lord, I got among 
the thorns and Obriars, and was 
scratched and torn and bleeding; but, 
Lord, it is only fair to say that it was 
not on Thy ground; I had wandered 
out of Thy pasture.”"—From Lawson. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 


Mercy—Not Justice—Needed.—For we 
do not present our supplications be- 
fore thee for our righteousnesses, but 
for thy great mercy (Dan. 9:18). An 
aged Negro was arraigned. In court, 
charges of a serious nature were placed 
against him. As court preliminaries 
were getting under way, it was very 
evident to the young lawyer that his 
client was ill at ease and under great 
tension. In his effort to impart com- 
fort to the man and allay his fears, the 
young lawyer said, “Charlie, you need 
not have any fear. I’m going to see 
that you get justice in this court to- 
day!” A meditative look displaced the 
hitherto look of fright on the man’s 
face. In measured words, he said, 
“White man, it isn’t justice that I want 
in this court today. It’s mercy!”—From 
Bible Expositor and Illuminator. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Compliments No Substitute for Ac- 
ceptance.—O Lord, hear; O Lord, for- 
give; O Lord, hearken and do; defer 
not, for thine own sake; O my God: 
for thy city and thy people are 
called by thy name (Dan. 9:19). Dr. 
James McGinlay relates his personal 
experience in picking up a hitchhiker. 
He learned that the man was a law- 
yer. He asked him, “Have you ever re- 
ceived the Lord Jesus Christ into your 
heart?” The lawyer said he was a 
member of a certain church. Again Dr. 
McGinlay asked him the same question. 
The lawyer said he not only attended 
services, but also. took his wife and 
children to them. Again the same ques- 
tion was asked. In fact, the same ques- 
tion was put to the lawyer six times, 
and six times the lawyer gave evasive 
answers. Finally Dr. McGinlay said, 
“If back there when you were stand- 
ing beside the road I had said that you 
were the finest hitchhiker I had ever 
Seen, and then .had said, ‘Good day,’ 
and had driven on, I wonder how you 
would have liked it. If I had said, 
‘You look like a bum .. . but get in,’ 
which of the two would you rather 
have had me do?” The lawyer ad- 
mitted he would rather have him do 
the latter. For the forty-eight miles 
Dr. McGinlay said no more to the law- 
yer. When near the place where he 
was to get out, the lawyer put his hand 
on Dr. McGinlay’s arm and confessed 
that for years he had said nice things 
about the Lord, but had never received 
Him. Then he said that during those 
forty-eight miles of riding, he had re- 
ceived Him as his Saviour and Lord. 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
‘for God’s blessing on its contents. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Tears were running down his cheeks 
as he said it, and tears were on the 
preacher’s cheeks also. Before they 
separated they took off their hats and 
thanked the Lord for this new life in 
Christ which the lawyer had found.— 
From Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 606) 

1. When the Jews were in captivity 
in Babylon. 

2. Three of the following: purity 
(Dan. 1:8), wisdom (v. 20), courage (v. 
10), humility (9:5-8), unselfishness (2: 
48, 49). 

3. Daniel was a man of prayer (2: 
17-23): ° 

4. Three times (6:10). 

5. The head of gold (Babylon) was 
replaced by the Medes (2:38, 39; 5:31); 
Nebuchadnezzar was “driven from men” 
(4:25, 33); Belshazzar was slain and 
his kingdom taken (5: 28-31). 

6. Because they refused to wédrship 
Nebuchadnezzar’s image (3:1, 12). 

7. Because he continued to pray to 
his God even after Darius’s edict (8:6- 
10). 

8. In the prophecy of Jeremiah (25: 
18, 12). 

9. By acknowledging God’s mercy 
and confessing his own and Israel’s sin 
(Dan. 9:3-9). 

10. For Jerusalem, her Temple, and 
the deliverance of the Jewish people 
(9: 16-19). 
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Does “Easy” Do It? 
(John 8:29; 1 Tim. 4:12; 2 Cor. 10:5) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

ITH a view to the soon beginning 
Wa a new school year, this week’s 
topic calls attention to the evils of 
cheating. Cheating, however, is not 
confined to the schoolroom, and those 
of us who are not in school may profit 
also by the broad principles that apply 
to cheating in any form or under any 
conditions. 

b 

It may seem strange to some of us 
that cheating should need to be dis- 
cussed among Christian young folks. 
However, even Christians sometimes 
are inclined to look upon cheating as 
not too serious an evil and to excuse 
themselves with the false premise that 
“everyone is doing it.” Christian young 
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You to pray for the use of His. great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 

e are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 
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people are not exempt from the tempta- 
tion to choose what seems to be an 
easy way to get out of a difficult or 
embarrassing situation by cheating a 
bit. But because we are Christians we 
need to be on our guard against being 
fooled by this subtle temptation, and 
to see to it that no inconsistent prac- 
tice, no matter how trivial it may seem 
at the moment, shall mar our Christian 
testimony. 


b 
Cheating involves at least two sins 
against others—lying. and _ stealing. 


These terms do not sound as harmless 
or respectable as “cheating,” do they? 
Yet, when you hand in an examination 
paper with answers that are not your 
own, or, in fact, when you represent 
anything as being something that it is 
not, you are lying. Accepting a place 
on one of your school teams that de- 
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mands the keeping of gertain hours and 
abstaining from certain luxuries, and 
’ then breaking ,training occasionally is 
cheating. Deliberately breaking the 
rules of a game when playing is cheat- 
ing. 
b4 

As :.implied earlier, cheating occurs 
in many forms not confined to the 
classroom. Giving a reason that is not 
the real one for failing to keep an ap- 
. pointment or a promise is cheating. 
Representing yourself as having done 
this or that commendable deed, when 
you really did not do so ‘is cheating. 
Giving a person the impression | that 
he or she is your very best friend, 
when you know that this is not the 
case, is cheating. Other examples un- 
doubtedly will suggest themselves to 
you. 

ve 

Cheating is also stealing, because 
when you cheat you receive a mark or 
credit that does not belong to you. 
Your act may not result in any direct 
loss:to your, instructor or to your school, 
but it puts you in a place ahead of 
classmates who are honest and who are 
keeping the rules, and thus it deprives 
some of them of the credit and place- 
ment that may- rightfully belong to 
them, if your marks are based on false 
answers or false actions. 


But most of all, cheating robs you 
yourself of a clean conscience, of the 
Satisfaction and benefit of honest ef- 
forts, and, even if not detected, sub- 
stitutes in your heart a hollow and 
false front instead of a clean and un- 
assuming character. 


ye 
God’s Word has some startling things 
to say about lying and stealing. The 
Lord Jesus said that the Devil “is a 
liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44). 
Those who lie are classed with an un- 
Savory company, “the fearful, and un- 
believing, and the abominable; and 
murderers, and  whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars” 
(Rev. 21:8). This is not an enviable 
company in which to be found. What 
is worse yet, liars “shall in no wise 
enter into” the new Jerusalem, the Holy 
City that John saw (Rev. 21:27). 
4 
Stealing is of course forbidden in the 
Ten Commandments. In Ephesians 4, 
believers are cautioned to: put away 
lying and to steal no more, as becomes 
a new man, or new creation, in Christ 
(vv. 25, 28). Failure to do so casts re- 
flection upon our Lord and upon all 
other Christians, and causes the Chris- 
tian life to be despised and ridiculed 
by the world. When unbelievers see 
weaknesses and sins and inconsisten- 
cies in our lives, they are hindered 
from believing in and accepting our 
Lord. They see no difference between 
our failures and their own, and they 
do not therefore believe Christ can 
undertake for their needs.- 
b 3 
Only a complete surrender to Christ 
and a dependence upon His enabling 
and grace. can keep us from being 
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hindrances to others. Only when, as 
one of the verses chosen for this topic 
puts it, our every thought and desire 
is brought into obedience to Christ (2 
Cor. 10:5), can we hope to be examples 
to others in word, in conversation [con- 
duct], in love, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity (1 Tim. 4:12). It is Christ who 
will attract others, and not our ugly 
self life and self impulses. When others 
see Christ living in us, they will want 
Him in their lives too, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
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Daily Bible Readin on the International 
Lessons, issued the ' International 
Su ool n Committee. 


August 17 to 23 


Mon.—Daniel 1:8-21. A Wholesome Diet 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Prove thy serv- 
ants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let 
them give us pulse to eat, and water to 
drink.” Daniel was not a slave to ap- 
petite. Adam’s sin was one of sinful 
eating. A simple test it was, but what 
an awful thing befell the human race 
by that deed! Our Lord’s first test from 
Satan was of the same kind, it was a 
test as to whether Christ would obey 
the will of the Father or gratify ap- 
petite. If a person cannot be victorious 
over what goes in and comes out of,his 
mouth, he cannot be victorious in life 
and labor (1 Cor. 10:31; Jas. 3:2). Solo- 
mon had a biting word to say about a 
man given to appetite (Prov. 23:2). 
Pray for World Presbyterian Missions, 
Inc., Wilmington, Del. 


Tues.—Daniel 2:17-24. 
God’s Wisdom and Might. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed be the 
name of God for ever and ever: for 
wisdom and might are his.” The in- 
finite. depths of the wisdom of God is 
past finding out. Its righteousness and 
goodness are higher than the heavens. 
Our lack of wisdom is pathetic. Our 
lack of enough faith to ask for wisdom 


‘of “God, that giveth to all. men liber- 


ally, and upbraideth not” (Jas. 1:5) is 
also lamentable. Let.us not be wise in 
our own conceits. Let us learn of God 
what and how to do what He asks of 
us. God is always right. He is able to 
do all His pleasure. His power is as 
infinite as His wisdom. Pray to know 
God better. Ask Him to give you the 
grace of wisdom for your daily duties. 


Wed.—Daniel 2:25-30. 
God Lightens Mystery. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “There is a God 
in heaven that revealeth secrets.” . There 
are no unsolvable secrets in God’s life. 
Known unto God are all His ways, 


works, and world, now as well. as in 


the world to come. “His understanding 
is infinite” (Psa, 147:5). Dwell upon 
such portions of the Word as Psalm 139, 
Isaiah 28:29; and 1 Corinthians 1: 19-31; 
Colossians 1:9 to 2:3. Pray that you 
may. alway be wise unto that which is 


August 8, 19 9 oi 


good, and also speak according to the 
wisdom given you in Christ, made 
available to you by prayer. 


Thurs.—Daniel 3:13-18. 
Confidence in God, 
PraYeR Succestions: “Our God whom 
we serve is able to deliver us.” Only 
those who know God can and will trust . 
God. If you need God as Saviour, you 
need Him also as your “refuge and 
strength” and “present help in trouble.” 
Have you tasted how good the Lord is? 
If so, you will want to know more @f 
His grace.’ Moses discovered this when 
he heard God saying, “Now shalt thou 
see what I will do” (Exod. 6:1). Hold 
fast confidence in God. Say, “Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him” 
(Job 13:15). The more you know God 
by His Word, the more you will rely 
upon Him. Pray for a faith that will 
not fade out in the bath of tribulation. 


Fri.—Daniel 3:19-28. God Delivers. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abednego, came forth of the 
midst of the fire.” The miracles of the 
Bible are all believable. God, who 
made all and controls all, can do His 
pleasure. Both Testaments are full of 
accounts of divine deliverances. It is, 
moreover, our guidebook on what we 
can ask and expect God to do for us in 
this world of sin and strife, and in the 
greater afterlife. The three Hebrew 
children were not sure that God would 
deliver them, but they firmly believed 
that He could do so if it fitted in with 
His divine purposes. Pray for light 
from the Word for your plight or prob- 
lem, whatever it may be. 


Sat.—Daniel 5:18-31. 

: Daniel Speaks for God. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIOoNS: “I will read the 
writing unto the king, and make known 
to him the interpretation” (v. 17). 
Daniel lets us into the secret of getting 
things from God. He illustrates the 
way all believers should keep the two 
lines of communication with Heaven 
in unbroken connection. He had an 
ear for the Word of God, and a mouth 
that articulated his wants and desires 
for God’s glory and honor. This is also 
your privilege, Christian. Let God 
speak to you out from His Word, day 
and night. Speak to Him “without 
ceasing” about everything (see Phil. 4: 
6; 1 Thess. 5:17). Pray for grace to seek 
God’s face and to run the heavenly race. 


Sun.—Revelation 7:9-17. 
Triumphant Through the Lamb. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIoNs: “Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb.” As there is no self- 
salvation, neither can there be any self- 
victory for anyone. There is as much 
hope that a stone can lift itself up from 
the bottom of a well, as that a sinner 
can of himself or with human aid rise 
from sinnership to a state of spiritual 
life and victory. “Salvation is of the 
Lord,” said Jonah (2:9). Every born- 
again person knows this to be so. His 
testimony is, “He saved us” (Titus 3:5). 
(See also 2 Tim. 1:9; Eph. 2:5.) Pray 
that you may have a know-so, Bible- 
proof salvation. 
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